
Digital Footprint Sketch 

(100 points) 

Due: 

 
1.   You will need to find out everything you can about yourself.  I will list the searches 

below that you will need to conduct. You will need to submit your results, so be sure to 

save a copy of the screens. 

2.   After you have reviewed the data you’ve found about yourself on the internet, you should 

compose a 300-word character sketch with picture of yourself from the data only.  Who 

does the internet think you are? This is tricky because we are asking you to work from the 

data you collected and not your internal view of yourself with your own knowledge of 

certain events and experiences. You will need to forgo the desire to explain yourself as 

you write your character sketch. This sketch is a chance to look from the outside to the 

inside. Your character sketch will talk about your physical features, personality, likes or 

dislikes, relationships, beliefs, hobbies, and anything else that the data describes. It is 

NOT an accurate profile.  The character sketch allows you the opportunity to imagine how 

others might script you in their lives. 
 
 
 

Completing this assignment requires: 

 screen shots of your search results and 

 a character sketch (including illustration) based on the data you gathered while searching 

about yourself. 

 

Google. Begin with a simple Google search, and then consider a few of these suggestions: 
 

 Put your name in "quotations" 

 Use the the time range option (typically on the left hand side of the screen) to limit your 

search to, perhaps, just last year. 

 Use Google Alerts; this will send you an email anytime your name shows up on the web. 

 Does someone own yourname.com? .net? .org? Find out who this is. I recommend you 

own yourname.com. 

 Use the site command to get really specific (like site:.facebook.com "your name") 

 Also, once you are logged into google you can check your Ad settings for Google by 

going to https://adssettings.google.com/authenticated 
 
 
People search services: 

 Zabasearch.com 

 Family Tree Now 

 Pipl 

 True People Search 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.zabasearch.com/
https://www.familytreenow.com/
http://pipl.com/
https://www.truepeoplesearch.com/


Keeping track of yourself 

 Scoop it. Scoop it prepares an on-going magazine about you based on what if finds out 

about you on the web (May cost). 

 Facebook: Ever wonder what your Facebook profile looks like to one of your friends? 

 To see what they see, go to your Account Menu -> Privacy Settings -> View Settings -> 

Preview My Profile. This will show you what the general public sees and you can also 

enter a specific friend’s name to see how it appears to them. 

 Facebook Friendship Pages: Do you keep old photo prints, letters, and mementos? 

 Friendship Pages are similar in concept. They let you see your entire friendship history 

with an individual on Facebook. This includes wall posts, photos, video, events you 

attended together, and more. Go to a Friends Profile -> See Friendship. This will bring up 

a page devoted to just the two of you. 

 Facebook Ad Pages: http://facebook.com/ads/preferences 
 Twitter Search: Even if you don’t use Twitter, you can easily see what is being tweeted 

 about you. Go to search.twitter.com and in the search field do a vanity search. Search 

your company name, product, or anything else you fancy. 

 Twitter is also categorized by “hashtags,” which use the “#” symbol. So you may also do 

 a search with a hashtag (e.g., #Egypt, #TimFerris, #Amazon, and #iPad). The hashtags 

act like conversation labels. 

 

Browser Search  

How to find out what your browser knows about you: Webkay  . This is a demonstration of all the 

data your browser knows about you. All this data can be accessed by any website without asking 

you for any permission. Please use this at home.  
 

http://www.scoop.it/
http://facebook.com/ads/preferences
http://webkay.robinlinus.com/

